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with philosophical issues than the actual
mechanics of automation. Recent writings
(post-1983) have not been included be-
cause of their preponderance on engineer-
ing and system interface design, with less
attention given to the underlying philo-
sophical issues of cataloging. By placing
the selections in such an orderly and logi-
cal fashion, these essays show the
changes the profession is experiencing,
not only in its philosophy but also in the
technology shaping the development of
cataloging.

The issues raised by this collection result
from a multitude of well-known factors,
among them the problems of defining
user and cataloger needs, economics, and
more recently, the advent of automation.
A variety of age-old issues and questions
are presented in the book, including the
problem of defining the catalog’s purpose
and the method of arranging materials:
How does the cataloger meet the objec-
tives of the catalog? What has the cata-
loger chosen through time to include in
the catalog entry? What are the important
points to consider? What points of consid-
eration have been used in the past? How
can cataloging be made economically fea-
sible? The question of cost-effectiveness is
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appropriately addressed time and again.
Several selections deal with the question
of authorship: Who is an author? Should
the name of the author be the primary way
of identifying library materials? In consid-
ering this point several essays investigate
the need for main entries, both corporate
and noncorporate. Is an author main entry
necessary with the automated catalog?
Will keyword searching eliminate or dras-
tically alter current cataloging practices?

Issues like these are addressed in great
enough detail to give the reader a grasp of
the problems at hand and the difficulties
catalogers will face in the future.

Since the definition of a catalog and the
needs of its users have changed dramati-
cally over the last century and a half, the
methods employed by catalogers also
need to change to keep up with the user’s
requirements and the technology of the
times. Foundations of Cataloging provides a
refreshing and thought-provoking look at
the past, present, and future of catalog-
ing. In view of this it becomes apparent
that we can’t know where we're going un-
til we find out where we’ve been.—K. Juri-
cek, University of Wyoming Library, Laramie,
Wyoming.
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